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FROM GARDEN CITY TO DUNDAS, VIA GRIMSBY 
 
 
On March 6, Garden City Toastmasters held its International Speech and Evaluation 
Contest. Justin O’Donnell served as Chief Judge, while the Evaluation and Speech 
contests were chaired by Dan Morley and Wayne Buchkowski respectively. 
Contestants were asked to evaluate Charmaine Grace, who delivered an inspiring 
speech. During her interview, we discovered that she had once been a member of Garden 
City Toastmasters. Later, two of the contestants told how they had first become involved 
with Toastmasters. 
The Speech Contest featured four club members, who delighted the audience with their 
presentations. At the end of the evening, the results were announced, with Joe 
Vanderkooi winning for Best Evaluator, while David Marsh won for Best Speaker.  Special 
thanks to Lili deJong for persuading yours truly to accept the challenging role of 
Evaluation Contest Chair. 
Nine days later, on March 15, Grimsby’s 5th Wheel Truck Stop played host to the Area 57 
Evaluation and International Speech Contest. Participants and spectators came from six 
local Toastmasters clubs. The capacity crowd was entertained by J. Brett Abbey of 
Mississauga, who stressed that a speech is not about the speaker, but the audience. 
Following the Evaluation Contest, the International Speech Contest took place. The six 
contestants delivered a variety of speeches that contained elements of humour, 
information, tenderness, and inspiration. When the winners were announced, it was a 
clean sweep for Garden City Toastmasters, with Joe Vanderkooi taking top honours for 
Evaluation, and David Marsh winning the Best Speaker award. Wow! Does Garden City 
rock, or what? 
Then, on Friday, March 30, the Division L International Speech and Evaluation Contest 
took place at Dundas Town Hall.  This time, the target speaker was Jocelyne Vezina, a 
corporate trainer, who urged the audience to follow their talents, which are developed 62 
days before one is born. She was then evaluated, and the winner was our very own Joe 
Vanderkooi! 
Next came the speech contest, in which David Marsh spoke. Most of the club members 
believed that it was his best performance to date, and the audience clearly enjoyed the 
speech. David finished fourth overall, and did us proud. 
Joe now has the honour of participating in the District 86 Spring Conference, which will 
take place May 4-6 in Richmond Hill. Thanks to all the members who attended these 
events, and special thanks to Charlotte King who provided a route to Dundas that was 
both scenic and convenient. 
To be continued… 
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ELI COURANTE 
 
Eli (at right) is a great raconteur, with many 
stories to tell. Perhaps this is because his 
life story is so interesting. 
Eli was born in the port city of Odessa, 
Ukraine, which was then part of the Soviet 
Union. His family were political and 
religious dissidents, which caused them to 
be harassed by the Soviet secret service, 
the KGB. When he was 15, the family were 
allowed to emigrate to Israel, where he was 
educated. 
Long interested in teaching, Eli worked as 
a rock climbing instructor and coached 
negotiation teams, but found that being a 
rabbi was the best way to use his skills. 
After being ordained, he served briefly as 
chief rabbi of Siberia and the Russian Far 
East, and also worked in Jerusalem as a 
rabbi and teacher for various Israeli 
organizations before arriving in St. 
Catharines. 
After his arrival in St. Catharines, Eli found 
that his speaking style was not connecting 
well with his North American listeners, so 
he joined Toastmasters, which has 
benefitted him greatly. 
Eli’s many interests include linguistics, 
Arctic travel, gemology, oenology, philately, 
the history of law, and jewellery making. 
The diversity of his experiences and 
interests have made him an excellent and 
highly-regarded speaker. We look forward 
to hearing more from him. 
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NEW VP OF PR 
 
Recently, Apoorva Mohan has found it 
necessary to resign as Vice-President of 
Public Relations. We thank him for his 
efforts and wish him well. In the 
meantime, Rob Parsons has agreed to 
take the position on a temporary basis, 
and we thank him for doing so. 

 
 

 
 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE 
 
This past month has been a busy and 
exciting one for Garden City 
Toastmasters. I feel truly privileged to be 
part of such a dedicated and talented 
group of people, and to have listened to 
so many talented speakers and 
evaluators.  
I apologize for the lack of photos in this 
month’s issue. I will try to get some in 
next month’s issue. Comments and 
suggestions are always welcome at 
dmorley02@yahoo.ca.  
 

EVALUATION 
 
Evaluation is a key aspect of 
Toastmasters, since feedback is crucial 
in order for a member to improve their 
speaking skills. The written evaluations 
offer specific points to examine, and 
these vary with the nature of the 
speech. For oral evaluations, there are 
a number of methods that can be used. 
One popular method is the “good-
better-best” method, in which an 
evaluator ranks various speech 
elements according to what was done 
well, what could be improved, and 
where the speaker excelled. Another is 
the “COD” method, which stands for 
Content, Organization, and Delivery, 
with the evaluator offering comments 
on each of these elements of the 
speech. There is also the “heard-saw-
felt” method, in which the evaluator 
comments on the content, the visual 
aspect, and whatever impact the 
speech had. There is no right or wrong 
way; each evaluator has his or her own 
preferences. It is also wise to include 
“growth points” where possible, in order 
to help a speaker improve their skills.  
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“I AM THE MOST 

SPONTANEOUS SPEAKER IN 
THE WORLD BECAUSE 
EVERY WORD, EVERY 
GESTURE, AND EVERY 

RETORT HAS BEEN 
CAREFULLY REHEARSED.”- 

GEORGE BERNARD SHAW 
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