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KATHARINE PARSONS 
 
Katharine (photographed at right, centre) 
is relatively new to Toastmasters, but she 
is certainly no amateur, having won the 
Best Speaker award several times. So 
who is she?  
One of six girls, Katharine was born in 
Toronto, and moved with her family to 
Saint John, New Brunswick, at a young 
age. She recalls that when they would get 
out of her father’s old Cadillac, they 
resembled the Partridge Family. One of 
her neighbours was her husband and 
fellow Toastmaster Rob Parsons. She 
claims that he was first attracted to her 
sister, who was unavailable, but that she 
was taken with him, and “chased him 
around the block until he came to his 
senses.” 
For the past seven years, Katharine has 
worked as a customer service trainer at 
Convergys, a Welland call centre. In that 
capacity, she has travelled to Texas and 
the Philippines to train others. She takes 
great pride in watching staff develop 
confidence and improve their skills. In a 
similar vein, she takes great pleasure 
from the personal growth she has 
experienced at Toastmasters, in part 
through the feedback she gets each 
week. 
In her spare time, the mother of three 
enjoys reading. When she was younger, 
she enjoyed sewing and making clothes 
for herself from patterns, eventually 
graduating to making them for others 
without patterns-another example of 
personal development. 
Katharine’s energy and enthusiasm are 
evident to all, and we wish her continued 
success on her Toastmasters journey. 
 
 

 

OPEN HOUSE 
 
On February 7, the club held an Open 
House. A number of guests attended, 
and the club was treated to a guest 
speaker, Hamilton nutritionist Dr. 
Peter Maxymiuk, who spoke of the 
importance of eating fruit. Andria 
Lynett and Dave Marsh also spoke on 
the theme “What Toastmasters 
Means to Me.”  The winners that 
night, photographed above, were 
Andria Lynett (Best Evaluator), 
Katharine Parsons (Best Speaker), 
and one of our guests, Dave’s wife 
Anna Marsh, who took home the 
award for Table Topics. Talk about 
beginner’s luck! Thanks to all who 
helped out in any way. 
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MIND YOUR GRAMMAR 
 
The role of Grammarian is also an 
important one at Toastmasters. In 
addition to choosing the meeting’s 
theme word, the Grammarian must 
listen carefully to speakers, and, when 
the meeting has ended, present a report 
that lists words or phrases that are 
either especially good or grammatically 
incorrect. This is not mere pedantry, nor 
is it designed to embarrass the speaker; 
rather, the purpose is to help speakers 
to improve their grammar, since good 
grammar increases a speaker’s 
credibility. 
 
 

BACK TO FRONT 
 
On February 21, Garden City  
Toastmasters held a reverse meeting. 
The reverse format was difficult in many 
ways, but the members rose to the 
challenge magnificently. Much laughter 
occurred, and a splendid evening was 
had by all. Thanks to all who assisted, 
and especially to Eli Courante, who 
played a major role in organizing this 
event. 

 

 

 

 

 

Winners, February 14. 

Andria Lynett (Table Topics), Joe Vanderkooi (Best 

Evaluator), Lili deJong (Best Speaker) 
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“A SPEAKER WHO DOES NOT 
STRIKE OIL IN TEN MINUTES 

SHOULD STOP BORING.”-
LOUIS NIZER 

 

Reverse Meeting Winners, Feb. 21 

Lili deJong (Evaluator), Eli Courante (Table Topics), 

Dave Marsh (Best Speaker) 

Photo: Andria Lynett 

 



 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

March 6- International Speech and 

Evaluation Contest 

March 15-Area Evaluation and 

International Speech Contest 

June 1-Garden City Toastmasters 60th 

Anniversary Celebration 

 

 
 
COMPANY NAME HERE 

 

GARDEN CITY TIMES 
 

MARCH 2012 

 

 

VOL 1 ISSUE 2 

 

 

 

THE EDITOR’S SECRET LIFE 
 
One member of the club said that it 
seemed that there was a lot she didn’t 
know about me. Very well, then; let’s 
shine a light on a dark corner of my past. 
My journalistic career, such as it is, began 
in the eighth grade, when I was invited to 
join my school’s fledgling student 
newspaper. This was before the days of 
desktop publishing, so it was typed by the 
school’s secretary. I wrote editorials-
which were not terribly original-but the 
most popular feature was the “Chatter 
Box” column, a gossip column in which 
the love lives of students were 
anonymously reported. I even found 
myself in there once, but that’s another 
story. Now you know. 
 
 
 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE 
 
Just over a month ago, I embarked on an 
uncharted path with this newsletter.  I 
want to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone who sent me notes of 
encouragement and who have assisted 
me in any way with it. Your comments 
were greatly appreciated. Any comments 
or ideas can be sent to me at 
dmorley02@yahoo.ca.  

Dan Morley, Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winners, February 28 

Dave Marsh (Best Speaker), Joe Vanderkooi and Lili 

de Jong (Tied-Table Topics), Dan Morley (Best 

Evaluator 
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“IT USUALLY TAKES ME 

MORE THAN THREE WEEKS 
TO PREPARE A GOOD 
IMPROMPTU SPEECH.” 

-MARK TWAIN 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GARDEN CITY TOASTMASTERS 
Est. 1952 

Orest Nahacziwec-President 
Charlotte King-Sergeant-at-Arms 

Sharon Whitty-Secretary 
Marina Nava-Treasurer 

Mary Klodnicki-VP, Education 
Justin O’Donnell-VP, Membership 

Apoorva Mohan-VP, Public Relations 
Wayne Buchkowski-Past President 
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