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MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

The year 2012 has been marked by many 
historical  anniversaries,  such  as  the  100th 

anniversary of the Titanic disaster, the 200th 

anniversary of the War of 1812, and Queen 
Elizabeth II’s Diamond Jubilee. It also marks 
a  milestone for  Garden  City  Toastmasters, 
which will celebrate its 60th anniversary. We 
are  one  of  the  oldest  surviving  clubs  in 
Ontario. Clearly, this calls for a celebration!
The celebration will  take place on June 1, 
2012,  at  Coppola’s  Ristorante,  located  at 
203 Carlton Street, in St. Catharines. Tickets 
can be obtained by calling 905-937-1901, or 
by  e-mailing  gctoasties@gmail.com.  The 
keynote  speaker  will  be  Darren  Lacroix, 
(photo at right) a former World Champion of 
Public  Speaking  and  coach,  who  will  be 
coming all the way from Las Vegas to share 
his  knowledge and humour  with  us as we 
mark  this  milestone.  There  will  also  be 
music, dancing, and the opportunity to “rub 
shoulders”  with  local  dignitaries  and 
Toastmasters past and present.
It promises to be a wonderful evening. See 
you there!
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MEET OUR NEW EXECUTIVE

On  May  1,  Garden  City  Toastmasters 
elected our new executive for 2012-13. 
They are as follows:

President: Katharine Parsons

VP, Public Relations: Rob Parsons

VP, Education: Marina Nava

VP, Membership: Charlotte King

Treasurer: Justin O’Donnell

Sergeant-at-Arms: TBA

Secretary: Andria Lynett

Thanks to all who agreed to serve, and 
best  wishes  for  success  in  your  new 
positions!  Thanks  also  to  the  outgoing 
executive for your time and effort.
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POLITICIANS AND SPEECHES

Politics is a profession that entails a great 
deal  of  public  speaking.  Some  political 
speeches  are  memorable,  such  as 
Lincoln’s  famous  Gettysburg  Address,  or 
many  of  Winston  Churchill’s  wartime 
broadcasts.  Speeches  can  also  have  a 
strong  impact  on  a  politician’s  career.  In 
1877,  Wilfrid  Laurier  delivered  a  speech 
that  attracted much attention  and praise, 
and  led  to  him  becoming  a  cabinet 
minister. Eventually he became leader and 
Prime Minister in 1896. Similarly, Stephen 
Lewis,  known  today  for  his  efforts  on 
behalf  of  Africa’s  AIDS  crisis,  became 
Ontario’s  Official  Opposition  Leader  in 
1975  largely  on  the  strength  of  his 
oratorical  skills.  More  recently,  Barack 
Obama’s  speaking  skills  undoubtedly 
helped to propel him to the White House.
On  the  other  hand,  speeches  can  be 
disastrous for political careers. One of the 
best examples was Britain’s Enoch Powell. 
In 1968, he delivered a speech in which he 
forcefully  argued  against  continued  non-
white  immigration  to  Britain.  Not 
surprisingly,  he was subsequently sacked 
from his  post  as an opposition  critic  and 
became a pariah to many.
Today,  politicians  tend  to  choose  their 
words carefully because of the impact they 
can have on their careers. The trouble with 
this  is  that  memorable  and  eloquent 
speeches  have  become rarer  today,  and 
we  often  hear  little  but  clichés  and 
platitudes. Thankfully,  Toastmasters offers 
a nice alternative to this.

.

“EVERY POLITICIAN IS JUST 
ONE QUOTE AWAY FROM 

DISASTER.”-RON BASFORD

Top: Wilfrid Laurier
Bottom: Enoch Powell
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A WORK IN PROGRESS

IthasbeenbroughttomyattentionthatIhaveana
gginghabitofspeakingtooquickly. 
Iamdoingmybesttoremedythesituation,butitis
anuphillbattle. 
ItismysincerehopethatIcanovercomethisprobl
emsothatpeoplewillfinallybegintounderstand
myspeechesandthatIwillnotcontinuetorunout
ofmaterialbeforemytimeisup!  Unfortunately,it 
appears  that  I  have  some  way  to  go. 
Nonetheless,  thanks  for  your  continued 
support and encouragement!

EDITOR’S NOTE

As Garden City Toastmasters marks its 60th 

anniversary, there is much to celebrate. Not 
only has the club endured for six decades 
and  helped  countless  people  develop 
speaking  and  leadership  skills,  it  appears 
set to  do so for many years  to  come. We 
continue  to  attract  talented  and  dedicated 
people who share their talents and passions 
with us, to the benefit of all. So let’s raise our 
glasses  and  toast  the  past,  present,  and 
future.
Dan Morley, Editor
dmorley02@yahoo.ca

“IT IS A GOOD THING TO 
FOLLOW THE FIRST LAW OF 
HOLES; IF YOU ARE IN ONE, 

STOP DIGGING.”-DENIS HEALEY

Winston Churchill, giving his famous “V for victory” sign

Stephen Lewis
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“THERE IS ONLY ONE THING IN 
THE WORLD WORSE THAN 

BEING TALKED ABOUT, AND 
THAT IS NOT BEING TALKED 

ABOUT.”-OSCAR WILDE

GARDEN CITY TOASTMASTERS
Est. 1952

CELEBRATING 60 YEARS!
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